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MARTHA GUARIN 
to me 


Hello Dale, I wrote this for my far-flung cousins to tell a little of our Pontiac 
roots. The also serves as provenance of the cards from Mrs., C.W.Strevell. 

I realize now that the emphasis in Pontiac is on his father Jason, so if the cards 
don't match the Historical Society' guidelines, please tell me. 

We surely enjoyed our Pontiac Day! 

Best wishes, 

Marti 


A BOX OF CARDS:OUR VISIT TO PONTIAC, SPRING 2022 


By Martha Crawford Ballance Guarin 


My son Eric and his wife Terry visited me in Aurora, IL, in April 2022. 


Thad a flat box, about 10”x10”, of colorful Christmas and Valentine cards, froma 
visit to a great-uncle and aunt in Salt Lake City in 1944.I was three years old, and 
what a nice thing for a small girl to play with: colorful picture, lots of sizes, and 
two large, beautiful Valentines.Her cards were mostly small and simple, since it 
was wartime.As we were on a Car trip, it was fun in the back seat.My brother 
Bob, eleven at the time, remembered them clearly and recalled how nice and 
friendly they were. 


The birthplace of my great-uncle, Charles Nettleton Strevell, in Pontiac, IL, had 
been meticulously restored by the Pontiac Historical Society.His father, Jason W. 
Strevell, had been a lawyer and active in politics.As a lawyer, Jason knew 
Abraham Lincoln, who rode circuit in central Illinois. When Lincoln came to visit 
Pontiac, January 27, 1860, Strevell hosted his good friend.Famously, they 
measured their heights on the doorframe and marked it.Small Charlie was in 
awe. 


As a ten-year-old, Charlie was a page for Illinois Lieutenant Governor Early 
while U.S. Grant was running for President. Jason had been elected to the State 


Senate, and Charlie accompanied him.Later, in 1879, the family moved to Miles 
City, Montana, for health reasons.Charles lived in Miles City and then 
established himself in Salt Lake City, as a successful hardware merchant. 


When we visited the Strevells in Salt Lake City in 1944, Charles had recently 
authored a book, As I Recall Them, about his life and days, in the style of telling 
stories often popular in autobiographies of the time.He lived in Illinois, Montana, 
and Utah, during their development, and liked interesting characters. 


Charles had married a Pontiac girl, Elizabeth (Lizzie) Crawford.She was the 
eldest of six.She had authored two small books of poetry.She gave those to my 
mother, Emily, who put them with my little box. 


Lizzie’s younger brother, George Andrew Crawford, had married Martha Emma 
Woodruff.They settled in Pontiac.My mother Emily was their youngest child of 
six: Chalmers Woodruff, Wayne Humiston, Woodruff Linden, Adelaide Helen, 
Marian Jean, and Emily Annis. The Crawford family lived across the street from 
the Strevell home, at 321 W. Livingston, in a home of similar design, since torn 
down and replaced. 


So I had contacted the Pontiac Historical Society to see if they were interested in 
the little box. Dale Maley, of the Society, very graciously offered to open the 
Strevell home to us, whenever I might be able to go to Pontiac. 


My son Eric wanted to visit, so on a nice, spring prairie day, Eric, Terry, and I 
drove down to meet Dale at Strevell House.Daffodils were out, and some trees 
were in flower. The Strevell home is beautifully restored.History involving 
Lincoln, good friend of Jason Strevell, is featured. The living room has a lovely 
archway into the office Strevell used for business.Dale told us about Lincoln in 
Pontiac, and the restoration process. We were lucky he was available. 


Terry and I enjoyed the music room, featuring Adelina Patti, famous operatic 
soprano who sang for the Lincolns in the White House.Terry found a recording 
on her cell phone of the pure, clear voice, one of Edison’s first recordings. We 
saw the writing room, for sending off letters, featuring a pretty 1860s dress with 
voluminous skirts. 


Eric and Dale, both engineers, enjoyed talking about the challenges involved in 
restoration.Lots of work by many people over a number of years restored the 
home. 


In 1991, cousin Doug McColm came to Illinois from Davis, CA, to bring his 
mother Marian’s ashes for burial in Southside Cemetery.Marian’s parents, her 
brother Jeff, and other Crawford family members were resting there.Don and 
Mary Annis Bartels had come down from Rockford to meet us.Mary Annis was 
Wayne and Ruth Crawford’s daughter, so we had three first cousins together. 


Doug and I joined Don and Mary Annis.We went to the old Episcopal Church to 
see the stained glass window in honor of G.A. and Martha Crawford. After 
visiting the Cemetery, we went to the Strevell House. A young couple was 
“bringing it up to date, “ 


Along about 2010, a ceremony with an Abraham Lincoln impersonator was held, 
to mark the beginning of the restoration project for the Strevell home. Eric, 
daughter Emily, age 11, and I drove down to Pontiac to enjoy the event. 


The restoration, chronicled on the web, was long and arduous, involving many 
hours of labor. Today the Strevell House is a shining jewel. 


Some sources: 


Strevell, Charles N. As I Recall Them.Salt Lake City: 1942. 

(available on Amazon). 

Websites of Pontiac, IL,Historical Society; and of The Strevell House. 
And, of course, family stories. 


